SPEAKING VOICE FESTIVAL 2026
Friday 12th – Sunday 14th June

PROGRAMME (subject to change)

Friday 
9.30 – 10.00 Coffee and sign up to Podcast Q&As and Workshops
10.00 – 10.30 Orientation, Thoughts and Inspirations for the Day 
10.45 – 12.45 Podcast Q&As
Tess Dignan: ABRACADABR - I create as I speak. The unique speaking voice 
Sarah Kane: ‘Words move...only in time’ (T.S.Eliot)
Benjamin Moore: Once upon a time in Linklater land
12.45 Lunch break
14.00 – 16.45 Workshops
Tess Dignan: The breath of inspiration
Sarah Kane: When time becomes space
Benjamin Moore: The marriage of Breath and Image
17.00 – 18.30 In conversation with Joan Mills, Director of Giving Voice, Centre for Performance Research, Wales:
A Vocal Album - snapshots from a life inspired by vocal curiosity
Supper break
19.30 – 21.00 TBC

Saturday
9.30 – 10.00 Coffee and sign up to Podcast Q&As and Workshops
10.00 – 10.30 Orientation, Thoughts and Inspirations for the Day
10.45 – 12.45 Podcast Q&As
Tess Dignan: ONOMATOPOEIA - why spelling means casting spells
Sarah Kane: Sounds and syllables as characters
Benjamin Moore: Linklater’s Journey to Freedom
12.45 Lunch break
14.00 – 17.00 Workshops
Tess Dignan: The magic of vibrations 
Sarah Kane: Speech as Sculpture
Benjamin Moore: Breaking free to go to the Ball
17.15 – 18.30 Plenary conversation
Supper break
19.30 – 21.00 Peter Oswald: From the Globe to the Marylebone Theatre: Dramatic Verse and Contemporary Mystery Drama writing 



Sunday 
9.30 – 10.00 Coffee and sign up to Podcast Q&As and Workshops
10.00 – 10.30 Orientation, Thoughts and Inspirations for the Day
10.45 – 12.15 Workshops part one 
Tess Dignan: The Speaking Voice Unmasked 
Sarah Kane: The Uncertainty Principle in the dance of Speech, part 1
Benjamin Moore: Happily Ever After, part 1; Linklater and Text
12.15 Lunch break
13.15 – 14.45 Workshops part two
Tess Dignan: Speaking from the Heart
Sarah Kane: The Uncertainty Principle in the dance of Speech, part 2
Benjamin Moore: Happily Ever After, part 2; Linklater and Text
15.00 – 17.00 Barbara Houseman: Finding Your Voice
17.30 – 18.30 Closing plenary and looking forward 


CONTRIBUTIONS

Tess Dignan


Sarah Kane


Benjamin Moore
In his podcasts and workshops, Benjamin will take students through the principles and practical experiences of Kristan Linklater’s brilliant progression of exercises, "Freeing the Natural Voice.”


Barbara Houseman
Finding Your Voice
Voice work is an inner as well as an outer journey: releasing not only the full potential of your speaking voice but also your true inner voice. This practical session will give you tools for developing your vocal potential and connecting more deeply with your inner voice which is where your rich uniqueness lives. Please bring a poem you love which you love - you do not need to learn it.


Peter Oswald
From the Globe to the Marylebone Theatre: Dramatic Verse and Contemporary Mystery Drama writing 



CONTRIBUTORS

Tess Dignan is one of the foremost Voice Coaches in the country. She was Head of Voice at Shakespeare’s Globe 2019-2024, Voice and Text Coach at the RSC since 2004, and has just finished working on a new Japanese Netflix with the Best Actor in the Cannes Film Festival 2023, Koji Yakusho.

Sarah Kane has been teaching, performing and directing using both Chekhov’s technique for acting and Steiner’s approach to speech. She has taught and directed regularly in Germany, Spain, France, the USA, China and India. She currently runs regular classes at Rudolf Steiner House in central London.

Benjamin Moore is a New York City-based director, Designated Linklater Teacher, and voice, dialect, and acting coach. In a career spanning more than 40 years, he has worked with actors on Broadway, film/television across Europe, Asia, and the Americas. The former dean of the School of the Arts at LIU-Post, Benjamin currently serves on the faculties of The Linklater Center for Voice and Language, Hunter College, Terry Knickerbocker Studio, and Ed-Arts, which offers public-service professionals a holistic approach to human communication.

﻿Barbara Houseman is a major influence in the world of voice teaching. In 2024 she was given the VASTA lifetime achievement award for contribution to the field of voice. Her books Finding Your Voice and Tackling Text are taught in major drama schools and have been translated into Korean and Arabic. She worked alongside Cicely Berry at the RSC for many years and was Season Associate Director - Voice and Text - at Open Air Theatre Regent's Park for 14 years. She has worked on numerous productions in the West End. Long term clients include Jessie Buckley, Cush Jumbo, Jude Law and Daniel Radcliffe.

Peter Oswald is a playwright, poet and performer. He was writer in residence at Shakespeare’s Globe theatre, where three of his verse plays were performed. The production of his version of Schiller’s Mary Stuart won the South bank award. He co-founded Columbia Theatre Company which creates new Commedia verse plays. He is writer in residence at the Marylebone Theatre, which was launched in 2022 with a production of his version of Schiller’s Dmitry. 

Joan Mills is a voice practitioner, theatre director, and the Voice Director for the Centre for Performance Research (CPR). For 12 years, she was the Fellow in Voice and Performance at the Department of Theatre Film and Television Studies, Aberystwyth University following 8 years as Head of Voice and Movement at the Royal Welsh College of Music and Drama. Her work is influenced by her understanding of voice practice from various cultures, particularly since 1990, through her curation of the ‘Giving Voice’ international festival for the CPR. Since 2022, Joan has taken a great interest in Georgian Polyphonic singing, co-founding ‘K’ak’ali’, a community choir in Wales.

